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Agriculture was at first taught in colleges, which provided
training for teachers who carried the subject into the schools. Apart
from certain schools in Quebec and industrial schools having farms
attached in other provinces, the study of agriculture in elementary
and secondary day schools has hitherto been confined to school
gardens and lessons on the science of agriculture.

Training in handicrafts was introduced into the school in the
form of manual training for boys and domestic science for girls. The
former was originally intended merely as a training in the use of tools,
affording an agreeable diversion from the ordinary school work, and a
means by which the boy could gain some idea of his mechanical
capacities. A form of manual training was introduced into Ontario
schools in 1883, and in 1891 into Nova Scotia, where it was made
compulsory for teachers in training in 1893, and into the western
provmces in the early years of this century. By 1915, manual train-
ing courses in Ontario had branched out into mdustrlal technical
and art schools, and in that year a large Technical School was opened
in Toronto. KEvening technical classes, which were organized in
nearly all the provinces in the first years of the century, carried out a
scheme of actual vocational courses. Such courses were for some
time given by certain day schools in Quebec. The idea of part time
day vocational courses is new to Canada. The Adolescent Act passed
in Ontario in 1919, makes part time attendance compulsory for
adolescents from 14 to 18 years of age who have not attained matricu-
lation standing or are not attending full time. By 1919, commercial,
agricultural and domestic science courses were operating in all pro-
vinces and other technical courses in all but Prince KEdward Island.

In 1919, the Dominion Parliament passed an Act offering assist-
ance to the provinces in promoting technical education and a Director
of Technical Education was appointed under the Minister of Labour.
The provincial governments accepted the offer and a technical
education officer has been appointed in all but two provinces. The
benefits of the Act are extended to persons over 14 years who are not
provided for by the ordinary day schools; the agreement also excludes
agricultural studies, the training of nurses and teachers for ordinary
schools and all work of university grade. The expenditure in1920-21
on technical education by local boards was about $2,064,563, by
provincial governments $1,158,051 and by the federal government
$585,469. Details of teaching staff and enrolment of students are
given in Table 9 on page 147. This table does not include all the
pupils or students in technical schools or courses in the different
provinces, but only those of such schools as come under the Act.
Statistics of agricultural education, to which the Dominion contributes
under the Agricultural Instruction Act, are given in the Agricultural
section {(see ““ Agricultural Instruction Act’’ in the index). Statisties
of Indlan education are given in the Administration section (see
“Indians, school attendance of,”” in index).



